
Letter to the Community
It was another banner year for the Modern Transit Partnership, as we

reached new milestones in our quest to bring a regional rail system to

southcentral Pennsylvania.  Much has occurred in 2003, and we

would like to take this opportunity to share some of the highlights

with you through this report.

We share this information so that you might better understand how

your donations and the grants under which we operate are being

spent.  We believe in the fiscal responsibility with which you have

entrusted us, and strive to educate all the residents in Central PA as

efficiently and as effectively as possible.  In addition, we are working

diligently to advocate for support of this project in the halls of our

state capitol, as well as in the federal legislature.

This year, we were pleased to welcome five additional members to our

Board of Directors in an effort to include broader representation of

the region and its diverse population.  Our new members are:

Glenn Ebersole, J G Ebersole Associates, Lancaster

Linda Figueroa, Community Action Commission, Harrisburg

Russell Montgomery, R E D D I, Harrisburg

Jay Moskowitz, Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, Hershey

Mark Ritter, Sterling Financial Trust, Lancaster

It is exciting to have their enthusiastic support and ideas to make CORRIDORone a

benefit to as many of southcentral Pennsylvania’s

residents as possible.

We encourage your active participation in helping to bring regional rail to our area,

and we thank you for your interest in this vision for the future of our region.

John S. Ward Gerald K. Morrison

President Chairman

The mission of the Modern
Transit Partnership is to support
and promote public transportation,
with the ultimate goal of bringing
rail service to the region.20
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Preliminary Engineering (PE) and the Environmental
Impact Statetment(EIS) on CORRIDORone commenced
in May 2003.  The portion of the corridor under
inspection during this period is referred to as the
Minimum Operating Segment (MOS) and is the area
between Harrisburg and Lancaster to the east, and
from Harrisburg to East Mechanicsburg to the west.
This work is moving forward and expected to be
completed by the third quarter of 2004.

Implementation of CORRIDORone will take place in
three phases.  The first phase, expected to be
operational in mid-2006, is the eastern leg from
Harrisburg to Lancaster.  Because of the existence of
rail service in the corridor via Amtrak on the Keystone
Corridor,  minimum construction work will be needed
in this section.  The addition of a rail station at
Harrisburg International Airport (HIA)  will be a distinct
improvement in the service on this line, and is part of
HIA’s construction project.

The second phase — to East Mechanicsburg — will be
operational by the fourth quarter of 2007, and the
third phase to Carlisle is expected to be operational by
the fourth quarter of 2010.

As of December 2003, a $2 million appropriation
request from the Federal Government’s 2004 budget
to complete PE and begin Final Design was approved
by the House of Representatives.  The Senate will vote 
on the bill in mid-January after their return from the 
holiday; expectations remain high that the Senate will
approve the spending plan with no revisions.

Once Preliminary Engineering has been completed,
Final Design will begin.  The concepts developed during
PE will be defined in more detail and construction
drawings will be prepared.

Preliminary Engineering Progress Report

Susquehanna River North

Harrisburg International Airport (HIA)
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Last year, we reported that the six-year Federal Transportation Bill,
known as TEA-21 (Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century),  was
in the pipeline to be reauthorized by the House and Senate during their
2003 session.  That, unfortunately, did not occur.  The effort to pass a
bill will persist in 2004, and the debate continues as to how much to
spend on the nation’s growing – and aging – transportation infrastructure. 

TEA-21 officially expired on
September 30, 2003; however,
since no new legislation was
passed, TEA-21 has been
maintained via stopgap 
measures that will continue
until a new bill is passed.
Obviously, national involvement
and expenditures on the 
situation in Iraq took priority.

The MTP continues the quest to be included in the new bill in the
amount of $25 million for capital costs relating to the construction of
CORRIDORone — from PE on Phase 1 through construction of Phase 2.

We encourage our readers to make their legislators aware of the very
real need to increase transportation funding for all modes, and for 
public transportation (buses and rail) in particular.

State Funding
In the process of seeking federal support to build a regional rail

system, there is the requirement of providing funds from
non-federal sources to match federal grant amounts.

John Ward has been working with various members of
the state legislature to include $25 million in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania‘s next State Capital
Budget to support the regional rail project.  That effort
will continue until the governor prepares and approves 
a State Capital Budget.  

Operating Subsidy
Once built, there remains the question of how to fund
the operation of a regional rail system.  Currently the
Commonwealth funds all public transit operators with
operating subsidies, and CORRIDORone will be no 
different.  Work is currently underway with the State
legislature to include CORRIDORone as a recipient of
operating funds for 2006.

Transit Oriented
Development (TOD)
Being Considered
in Southcentral
Pennsylvania

Transit Oriented Development
(TOD) has become the buzzword
throughout the national trans-
portation planning industry.
Communities all across the 
country are focusing efforts 
on efficient land use, anti-sprawl
campaigns and expanded 
economic development plans
surrounding rail stations.

In this region, several communities
have recognized the need for
sound land use plans —
Lancaster, Elizabethtown and
Mount Joy are all working to 
revitalize their existing rail 
stations and the areas 
immediately surrounding them.

The Modern Transit Partnership
believes it important to have
service facilities within close
proximity to rail stations:  
drugstores, daycare centers, 
dry cleaners, convenience
stores, gas stations, etc.
Cooperation with area developers,
municipalities and planning 
commissions is being fostered 
to encourage sound land use
plans that will help cultivate
economic development at station
locations, and give commuters
more amenities and reasons for
using a regional rail system.

Funding Update
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2003 proved to be another challenging year in the fireworks department.
As you know, 2003 was one of the rainiest summers on record in our area.
And Independence Day weekend was no exception.  July 6 dawned bright
and sunny, and remained that way for most of the day.  However, by the
time our Fireworks Express guests disembarked from the train on the
CORRIDORone Bridge to begin our gala, the heavens opened.  We partied
on in spite of the rain, and our guests enjoyed a rather damp but still 
delicious spread provided by Doe & Jerry’s Barbeque.  At the very last
minute, the fireworks were canceled, but all in all, we had a great time
enjoying the view of the river and the skyline of the city.

Many thanks to the following Fireworks Express! ‘03 Sponsors:

Train provided by: Amtrak
Invitation printing provided by: Gancom, a division of Gannett Fleming, Inc.
Parking provided by: Harrisburg Parking Authority
Invitation design provided by: Sacunas & Saline
Promotion provided by: WHP-TV/WLYH-TV

Additional support provided by:

Capital Area Transit
Harristown Development Corporation/

Strawberry Square/Harrisburg Hilton & Towers
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
Doe & Jerry’s Barbeque
Troegs Brewing Company
PNC Bank

To receive an invitation to
future “Fireworks Express!”
and other MTP events,
contact the MTP at
717-233-5657, ext. 160.

Fireworks Express! ‘03
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The Express Train to New York City for the Pennsylvania Society
Weekend on Friday, December 12, was a great success on its
second running.  More than 100 guests took advantage of the
opportunity to leave their cars in Harrisburg and enjoy a one-stop
trip to New York.  While the primary audience for the trip was those
guests attending the Pennsylvania Society’s Annual Gala, numerous
other attendees found the convenience of traveling by rail to NYC
for the weekend (and some folks, just for the day) to be well worth
the cost of the trip.

Once boarded in Harrisburg, guests enjoyed an on-board cham-
pagne brunch and round-trip train fare to New York, as well as the
advantage of an express train trip without all the local stops.  And
for many, the return from New York was equally advantageous.
With a group ticket sale, guests had the opportunity to pre-board
the train in New York, without having to jostle for a seat on the very
crowded train.  And with the weather that Sunday turning
decidedly worse as time passed, the thought of leaving the naviga-
tion to someone else was distinctly preferable to driving!

Planning is currently underway for an even more accommodating
trip in 2004.

We express our deep appreciation to the following sponsors,
without whom the trip would not have been possible:

> Platinum “The Commuter” Gannett Fleming

> Gold “The Weekender” M&T Bank
McNees, Wallace & Nurick

> Silver “The Excursion” Benatec Associates
Café Sol
Harrisburg Parking Authority
Sacunas & Saline

> Bronze “The Sightseer” Abel/Savage Marketing Communications, Inc.
The Honorable Nancy A. Besch
Karen Diener Best
David J. Morrison
Bret Peters
Nancy Sacunas

Express Train to NYC ‘03
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Platinum Partners ($10,000+)

City of Harrisburg

Cumberland County Commissioners

Lancaster County Commissioners

Bronze Partners ($3,000)

Richard U. & Nancy F. Guth

PNC Bank (in-kind)

Copper Partners ($2,000)

Capital Blue Cross 

Conductors ($1,000)

Michael Baker Jr. Inc.

Harold “Hal” McInnes

Orrstown Bank

Engineers ($500)

Chris Markley

Dick Miller

Pinnacle Health System

Supporters ($250)

Jeffrey Boswell — Boswell, Tintner,

Piccola & Wickersham

Linda Figueroa

John Finlayson

Dr. Madlyn Hanes

David J. Morrison 

Paul Nachlas —

Alliance Environmental Services, Inc.

Hasu Shah

Friends ($100)

Edna V. Baehre, PhD

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Bush

William & Mary Louise Dallam

Karen Diener Best

Robert J. Dietz

Peggy Grove

Karen Gunnison, Esq.

S. Dale High

Cliff Jones

Karen Lehman

Jim & Melinda Marley

Helen & Spencer Nauman

William F. Peterson

Carroll F. Purdy, Jr.

Don Springer

John S. Ward

Ralph W. Wire

Alton Wright, Jr. 

Family ($50)

Ronald J. & Kathie Drnevich

Charles Fromer

Thurman Grossnickle & Edmund Good

Sharon Haller & Richard Boyer

William A. Hawkins

James Hoffer Family 

Samuel R. Leach Family

Paul, Kathleen & Sean Lyskava

Mr. & Mrs. Shel Parker

William & Clara Rader

Marinell & Allen Reeves

Dr. Thomas R. Stone

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Sweeney

Individuals ($25)

Martha Bergsten

Luana Ditty

Brian Goodman

Larry Joyce

Suzanne Kranz

Kevin J. Marcy

Ken Miller

Donald R. Moyer

Harold L. Myers

Spencer G. Nauman, Jr.

A. Bruce Reeher, Arthur

Reeher Co., Inc. 

Christopher E. Rice

Howard Sanford

Dr. Richard Stone

Stephen F. Talian, PE

David Witmer

Students/Seniors ($20)

Hubert Chin

Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Erickson

L. Robert Gerberich

Janet Hanson-Stewart

Ryan Sacunas

Jean Woodruff 

Honor Roll 2003
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The Modern Transit Partnership would like to thank the following
individuals, families and organizations for their financial support
during 2003.
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Board of Directors 2003
Officers:
Chairman
Gerald K. Morrison, Esq.

Secretary
Christopher P. Markley, Esq.

Treasurer, Vice-Chair Finance
Dennis P. Brenckle

Vice-Chair, Marketing/Special Events
David J. Morrison

Vice-Chair, Development/Technical
Jeff Foreman, Esq.

Vice-Chair, Local Funding
Neal West, Esq.

Vice-Chair, Legislative Affairs
Clifford L. Jones

Vice-Chair, Nominations
Clifford L. Jones

Vice-Chair, Education/Outreach
David Black

Vice-Chair, Communications
Karen P. Gunnison, Esq.

Board of Directors:
Thomas Baldrige, President,
Lancaster Chamber of Commerce

The Honorable Nancy A. Besch, Chair,
Cumberland County Commissioners

David Black, President,
Harrisburg Regional Chamber

Dennis P. Brenckle, President,
PNC Bank Central PA Region

Karen Diener Best, Registrar,
Lebanon Valley College

Dr. William G. Durden, President,
Dickinson College

J. Glenn Ebersole, Jr., Principal,
J G Ebersole Associates

Tim Ebersole, Director, Office of
Alumni & Community Relations,
Shippensburg University

Michael Fesen, Resident
Vice President, Public Affairs,
Norfolk Southern

Linda Figueroa, Executive Director,
Community Action Commission

John Finlayson, Chief Financial Officer,
Susquehanna Pfaltzgraff Co.

Jeff Foreman, Esq., Nicholas &
Foreman, PC

Karen P. Gunnison, Esq.

Dr. Madlyn Hanes, Provost & Dean,
Penn State University, Harrisburg

William A. Hawkins, Founder,
Triad Strategies

Nicholas Hughes

Clifford L. Jones

Dean M. Kline, Deputy Director,
Penn Venture Partners 

Michael McGinley, Senior Vice
President, Subsidiary Services &
Strategic Investments, Highmark 
Blue Shield

Harold “Hal” McInnes

David McIntosh

Christopher P. Markley, Esq.,
Senior Vice President for Community
& Government Relations, Pinnacle
Health System

The Honorable Ronald Marsico,
Pennsylvania House of
Representatives

Dick Miller, Senior Vice President,
Benatec Associates

E. Russell Montgomery, President,
R E D D I

David J. Morrison, Executive Assistant
to the President, Harrisburg Area
Community College

Gerald K. Morrison, Esq., Managing
Partner, McNees, Wallace & Nurick

Dr. Jay Moskowitz, Vice Dean
Research, Milton S. Hershey
Medical Center

Scott J. Newkam, President & CEO,
Hershey Entertainment & Resorts

The Honorable John Payne, PA House
of Representatives

Mark A. Ritter, Vice President &
Managing Director of Wealth
Management Group, Sterling Financial
Trust Co.

Commissioner Howard “Pete” Shaub,
Lancaster County Commissioner

Donald Springer, President, Phoenix
Contact Manufacturing, Inc.

Thomas R. Stone, PhD, CFRE, 
The Franklin Consulting Group

James Szymborski, AICP, Executive
Director, Tri-County Regional
Planning Commission

Stephen Weinstock, Owner, Stocks
on Second

Neal West, Esq., Vice President, Real
Estate/General Counsel, Harristown
Development Corporation

Tony Wright, Account Representative,
Keystone HealthPlan Central

Craig Zumbrun, Executive Director,
South Central Assembly for
Effective Governance

Our sincere thanks to the following
Board member who retired in 2003:

Kristen Olewine Milke, Senior Vice
President, Sysco Food Services of
Central PA
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More than three-fourths of
business leaders in our region
support regional rail, according
to a survey conducted in 2003.

P.O Box 1571
Harrisburg, PA 17105-1571
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Make checks payable to “Modern Transit Partnership.”
Mail to: Modern Transit Partnership, P.O. Box 1571, Harrisburg, PA  17105-1571

(Clip and Send)

Join the Modern Transit Partnership

* Partners to be recognized on a commemorative 
plaque prominently displaying your organization’s
name or your individual name.

Corporate Partnership Categories:
❑ Platinum Partner $10,000*

❑ Gold Partner $7,500*

❑ Silver Partner $5,000*

❑ Bronze Partner $3,000

❑ Copper Partner $2,000

Individual Partnership Categories:
❑ Conductor $250

❑ Engineer $250

❑ Supporter $250

❑ Friend $100

❑ Family $50

❑ Individual $25

❑ Student/Senior $20


